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MEET.NG ANNOUNCEMENTS NOVEMBER 1998

November 19 Meeting 3rd Thursday REFRESHMENTS 7:00PM MeeTinG sTarts 7:30Pm
'CALIFORNIA COLLEGE OF ARTS &
. CRAFTS (CCAC) -
450 IRWIN 450 irwin (Big gray building at 16th &
Wisconson), San Francisco 4151703-95;3 _
How many of you have wanted to get started - _
+h learning how to turn woad on a lathe? You know
Jile just reading about it won't help. You needto
= ‘g | actually experience it. Well, now you can! Some of
i ] ‘our members will demonstrate proper tummg ‘
> $ - techinques at this month's meeting at CCAC.
| _f“ » 3 J You'll also get to see CCAC's great new faczltles :
< MARIPOSA Z but please don’t disturb any classes going on - lfs
101 @ a busy place in the svening, Parking s on the ;
| I ‘street, with all the other students. The entryis at -
the middle of the Irwin Street side. We will meet "
upstairs at the far rlght end in the Wned Shnp
OFFICERS . LASTMEETING ‘tyTheEs
President ....... Mike Brayu......-_.._.. 510/595-8168 OUIOdobermeehngwasheld atthe hardwood lumber
Vice Pres. ...... Frank Hungler wivnns B50/343-9559  SUPPLY d‘?alerh{smdznal;‘;“‘amﬂal Thbfs‘? was no formal 3
Secretaty........ Tony Fanning ... 650/323-1183  Presentation.Instead, after our regular business meeting, an
alively “show and tell” session, members were free to browse
Areasurer........ Linda Salter ........... 650/365-4093 through the warehouse and rmake lumber purchases ata
Newsletter,,.m Craig Msneweaser - 408/926— i} 900 discount. Owner Paul Jordan announced that he would
= extend the discount to our members through tomorrow.
COMMIT‘I‘EE During our business meeting, the following occurred: New
CHA!RPERSONS member Kieth Rahder said heleamedofBiW};fromthe:g
Program....... Stan BOOKEr ........... 510/522-7879 {continued o pege 8)
.Hospftallty i GONEWAGG .o vovexe.... FTO/527-5805
e o b s E— 510/?69—8901 ': Upcommg 1996/9 BA WA Meez‘mgs

Membetsh!p Pending ...cussssanissmmmmasmsarminnses
SHOWS ©urevverres PENAING oeeereemrnrerorssmcnsseessetnnsis

Outreach Amie Champagne 415/282-1704 ;
L:btanan - HOdney Finlay....... 650/747@657’

For any questions or information about BAWA

.- programs, contact Stan Booker {evenings).-

Dec. 17 - Annual Potluck at Amer Legion Post #82 in
- San Mateo ‘ ‘, :

Jan, 21 -T: B. A.
Feb. 18 -T. B. A.




MEMBER
'FAVORITES

Have you got a favorite place for
buying tools, lumber, supplies, etc.? Let
the editor know so it can appear in this
list.

Hand Tools
Carl Johnson's Pick:
Robert Larson Company, 5. San
Francisco, a great place for quality
hand tools. 415/821-1021.

Used Tool Source
Carl Johnson's Pick:
Garage Sales Listed in Your Local
Paper, They're tucked away in
attics, garages and elsewhere all over
the Bay areq. Be the first caller in
the morning and go deal for a really
good price.

(Note: This is not an endorsement by BAWA.
It is the sole opinion of the member(s) listed.)

Soon we would like to collect these
“picks” and publish them as part of a list
to give to members when they first join
or re-new. So call or send additional ones
to the editor! (See form on page 5.)

SENDITIN

Have something you want published in .

this newsletter? Tell our members
about Ideas for future meetings,
photographs, announcements, exhib-
its, shows or events. Or let the editor
know if a mistake has been made.

Send to:
BAWA Newsletter Editor
3251 Almansa Court
San Jose, CA 95127-1001
o
408 /926-1900 voice
408/926-7078 fax

researchem@msn.com e-mail

Nextissue DEADLINE:
November 30, 1998
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' MEET BAWA MEMBER: Carl Johnson
by Craig Mineweaser

. This article is part of a series of interviews with BAWA members. This month I

visited the shop of long-time member Carl Johnson. I learned some great ideas
for shop organization and ... that it all started out with a sail boat. Thanks Carl!

Back in 1939 two brothers age 13 and 15, were in the attic of their home in the
Bronx. They had a dream of building the best wooden boat ever, and the plans
for ithad just arrived in the mail. This was no little rowboat, buta full 28’
sailboat and they were excitedly laying out the pieces of it to full scale on the
floor of the attic.

Well, they had to waita few years to complete this dream. World War Il was the
first interruption, which saw Carl in the Army Air Corp for the final ten months
of the war in 1945, Then he was off to the New York State Maritime College
where he got a degree in Mechanical Engineering, in steam propulsion. Thenhe
sailed in the Merchant Marine for 6 years rising to the rank of Chief Engineer.
Eventually Carl tired of standing watch in shifts, so he took an 1.C.S. correspon-
dence course in air conditioning, then worked for two years in Syracuse, New
York, for the Carrier Corporation, an air conditioning equipment manufacturer.

By 1958 Carl was living in the Glendale area of Southern California running the
service department of an air conditioning contractor called ACCO.In1964 he
was promoted to company manager. While in the L.A. area, he took additional
classes at USC and UCLA and, of course, worked in his wood shop in the garage.

In 1979, Carl recently divorced, moved to the San Mateo area to run ACCO's
Northern California operation. He stayed with them until he retired, a total of
35 years in the air conditioning business. Meanwhile, his interestin woodwork-
ing grew. Since retiring he has taken a number of woodworking courses around
the country. He took Michael Dunbar’s chair making course inYork, Pennsylva-
nia, and made a “sackback” Windsor chair. He took a bowl- turning class at
Wood Craft supply in Utah. Four years agohe took Brian Boggs’ chair making
dlass for a week in Brea, Kentucky (see photo 2.) And with some of the other
accomplished woodworkersin BAWA, he went to the College of the Redwoods
at Fort Bragg tostudy under James Krenov. There he took the three-week Tools
& Techniques class which teaches basic hand tool technique, plane making, etc.
Then he took Krenov’s Project Class for which you design a piece on papet and
send the drawing ahead for approval before the class starts. For this one, Carl
decided to save even more time by making the mock-up of his class project, an
end table, ahead of time, so he could show it upon his arrival. He cut the mock-
up from Styrofoam and it saved him enough time that he wasable tomake two
end tables in the four-week class. These fit in the niche on either side of his sofa,
just the way he had planned they would (see photo 3).

Awhile back, John Kassay, who was head of the S.F. State University’s Wood
Technology Department gave Carl plans for a grand Windsor chair. Made from
cherry wood, Carl considers this his best piece of work so far and proudly displays
it in his living room (see photo 1).

Caxl has also built numerous pieces of furniture etc. for other people, starting
with many bookcases for the offices of ACCO. He has made 17 cigar humidors, a
rocking chair, more bookcases and several commissioned pieces for friends,
relatives and former employees. Carl says his favorite woods are cherry, maple
and walnut, and he can discuss at length the prosand cons of the various types of
oak he has worked with. Carl likes to finish most of his pieces with one coat of
shellac and two or more of lacquer, or sometimes just all shellac.

Carl now has four grown kids: one daughter in Alamo, CA, another in Reno,
{continued on page 3)



MEET BAWA MEMBER: Carl Johnson

With some other BAWA members, Car! cut
and steam bent some of the pieces to this
rocker iocally, then they ali went to M.
Dunbar’s course where he finished it. it's

made of oak with a hickory seat. Photo 2

Carl considers this his best piece, a Windsor chair
of finely crafied cherry, which took many, many
hours to maek. Photo 1

Carl Iooks proudly on the kitchen cablnetry he built - it only Iooks free
standing. He also turned the bowls on the counter. Photo 4

Carl designed and built a pair of cherry end
tables at College of the Redwoods. He also
made the cherry band boxes displayed on
top. Photo 3

(continued on page 4)
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'MEET BAWA MEMBER: Carl Johnson

NV; one son who is asales rep for
MacMurray Pacific, a cabinet hardware
supply company inSan Francisco, and
another in Mindon, NV who's a build-
ing contractor. So now Carl gets to
make things for the grandchildrer: too.

His faverite tool is the draw knife or
spokeshave, becauseit givesan
immediate connection to the working
of the wood. You can really feel the
wood as you shape it - akind of sculp-
tural approach to furniture making.

Many of us know that chairs are the
most difficult furniture to make, but
not for Carl. He showed me a template
he’d created to make 7 identical Wind-
sor chairs (see photo 5.) After shaping
and sculpting the template the exact
way he wanted and itwas comfortable
to sit on, he drilled a series of holes
through itona grid pattern. Then Carl
set the template on top of each suc-
cessive seat piece and drilled through it
until the drill stopped at the top sur-
face of the template. Because the top
of the template had already been
shaped, this resulted in holes of varied
depth that reproduced the shape of the
template’s surface. It was then a simple
matter to scoop out the new seat to the
depth of the holes, resulting in the
duplication of the sculpted surface of
the template. A neattrick and very
typical of the practical, efficient way
Carl approaches his woodworking,

Carl likes to expand his skills by
learning new techniques. After build-
ing aladder-back side chair of oak, he
“fumed” itbefore adding a clear finish.
He put the pieces inside a tent he built
inhis garage, and used ammonia to
produce fumes. Trapped inside the
tent, the fumes quickly darkened the
wood, giving it that special look just
like much of the original Artsand
Craftsstyle furniturehad.

Afew years ago, Carl's wife Laura
wanted a new kitchen as part of their
remode} and addition project. Ather
instruction, her brother, whois an
architect, designed the cabirets tobe
more like furniture, and indeed they
are. Carl and the architect’s son
paged

(Laura’s nephew) built themn of
rippling ash, with a blue stain finish
{see photo 4). One piece divides the
family room from the kitchen with an
entertainment center in one side and
on the kitchen side, deep drawers for
pots and pans with an “appliance
garage” on the counter above. The
piece dividing the kitchen from the
dining room has a glass-front china
cabinet on the dining roomside with a
built-in range top and pop-up exhaust
hood set in a blue and white ceramic
tile counter top with matching three
foot high tile backsplash. These realty
dolooklike freestanding furniture.

Carl’s shop takes up the entire two-
stall garage - in factit's crammed full
of jigs and lumber hung from the
ceiling and stacked on the side wall
plus equipment, benchesand a number
of projects in progress. Carl says, “I get
most of my tools at garage sales. Idon't
waste time onjustany sale.Tonly go
to the ones advertising, ‘tools.”” And it
shows. He's gotten some great deals.
He has all the basic tools: Delta
Unisaw, lathe (see photo 6) and band-
saw, Makita planer/jointer, DeWalt
scroll saw and 127 sliding miter saw,
plus a Rogers horizontal bormg
machine. “Ireceived the sliding miter
saw free from Deltaand it's truly a
beautiful machine.” {Carl regaled us
with the story of obtaining this saw at
our July BAWA meeting), but...."the
bandsaw is really anindispensable
tool.”

He'seven tucked a small air compres-
sor into the far corner with a retract-
able air hose mounted on areel in the
center of the ceiling. On one long wall
is anindustrial-strength, adjustable,
open shelf system thatisaheavy duty
metal framing system used in industry
to support pipes, ducts, etc. The best
known manufacturer of this system is
“Unistrut” and in addition to being
super strong for its size, it all bolts
together such that it can easily be
reconfigured. He'sengineered every
detail.

On the opposite long wallisa set of

{eon't. from p. 3)

custom kitchen cabinets obtained from
a nearby bank that was closing, Carl
modified the insides with customroll-
out shelving and supports for tools (see
photo7.)He added a bench top that
supportsseveral sharpening and
grinding tools and his new scroll saw.
He engineered each workstation in the
shop tobe superefficient with the
necessary hand toolsand jigs stored
within army's reach.

Offset from the center of theroom is
his long tool bench. “I built this from
plans in issue #16 of Fine Woodwork-
ing Magazine and it's very sturdy.”
Above each work station he has lots of
light and a variety of hanging tools,
jigs, clamps, etc. (see photo 8.) One of
his portable shop vacuums isrigged so
itcan be quickly connected to the
planer or the table saw, or moved to
other tool locations when needed. Carl
says, “Shops that are too clean (with
no sawdust on the floor) equal no work
(being done.} I really would like a dust
collection system but don’t really
have theroom yet.” He says he'lthave
towork out how he could fit one in.

Carl never sits still - many of you
know him as an active contributor to
BAWA. What you may notknow is
that Carlis also President of the
Peninsula Woodworkers Association
and is active in the West Bay Area
Woodturners.

So, did Carl and his brother ever finish
their 28’ sailboat? Well youTl have to
ask him, but a hint is that Carl lives
right on the water in Foster City.

GCarl shaped this template, then drilled
holes in a grid pattern through it to
shape 7 indentical Windsor chair seats.
Photo 1

{continued on page 5)



'MEET BAWA MEMBER: Carl Johnson

. feor't fromp. 4

Carl customized a set of kitchen cabinets with roll-out tool racks.
The sharpening station is on the counter below. Photo 7

The turning station. Note the light above is sur-
rounded with sforage and the lathe tools are neatly
arranged on the wall behind. Photo 6

The happy wood tion central, his
garage shop. The shop may lock “busy” but every too! and jig has a thoughtfully arranged home.
In the foreground on top of the table saw is a shadow box project that just came in. Photo 8
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FOR SALE
Members, if you've got a woodworking tool

for sale, place your ad here. You know your
item will go to a good home!

Wanted: Back issues of Fine Wood-
working Magazine, Need issue no’s. §,
11 through 15,17, 18 & 19. Call 650/
341-6210.

Black Velvet Gift Boxes for pens or
pencils. Supplied with a plastic liner to
hold the pen, butlook fantasticif you
add your own liner. Quantity deals.
650/ 349-4156.

Delta 15" Scroll Saw. 1/10hp, 1.6 amp
motor. Seldom used. $80.00. Call 510/
595-8168.

Hitachi P10F, 127 Thickness Planer
with extra knives, bargain priced at
$500.00. 415/ 861-2453.

Plunge Router Base for Porter-Cable
Router. Brand new. Fits model 690
fixed-base router, & will turnitinto a

plunge router - or change back and
forth. $70.00/ obo. 510/522-7879.

Tubular Lathe, 36" 48" center-to-
center, 3/4hp, 3/4” drive. Bestoffer.
Woodworking Calculator, Construc-
tion Master IV Brand, $40.00 (sells for
$80 new.} Also an assortment of hand
tools. 415,/ 282-1704.

 Rentyourvery own
TORMEK SHARPENING
SYSTEM!

Remember asclubmembers, you are eli-
gible torent our Tormek Sharpening
Systemfor a week! Several monthsago
the club purchased this unit complete
with many different attachments. Using
this set up, think of all the tools in your
shop you can sharpen in that time. You
can give a fine professional edge to your
plane irons, jointer knives, shop and
household knives, ete. So call Stu
Hoffer, 650/946-3451 or e-mail him at
stu@querylabs.com, to reserve aweek of
this machine for your very own. Your
woodwork will instantly improve!

pageb

LAST MEETING

Show and Tell: Member Frank
Sainsbury asked if any members had
tried using a stack of saw blades in lieu
of adadoblade to makedadocutson
the table saw. Alively debate ensued
in which the pros and cons were
discussed. [t was pointed out that the
“cutting angle” of asaw bladeis deeper
than that of a dadoblade, so the
chance of kickback is much greater,
particularly if using multiple blades.
Also, because it is larger, the cutting
edge of a10” sawblade runsatahigher
speed than that of a dado blade, which
is usually about8” diameter. It was
finally agreed by all that thiswould be
a dangerous operation to attempt.

Past President Al Semenero showed a
nifty jig he made for cutting laminates
on the table saw. He showed how easy
and safe itis to push hisjig through
the saw, rather than pushing on the
laminate piece. It even has a little
splitter to prevent the saw kerf from
closing and pinching after the laminate
passes the blade. Talk to him about the
details.

Member Carl Johnson showed a box
he builtfor a company that wanted to
display sample tea bags. Similar toa
humidor, it has an insert to hold
samples of each type of tea. He covered
this insert with “flocking” using a
“Suede-Tex” kithe bought from
'EDUCATION CORNER
Qutreach Chair Arnie Champagne has
also announced twoclasses to be given
at his shop in San Francisco. He will be
giving two week-end ‘intensives.” The
first is titled MARQUETRY and the
second is MAKING A WOODEN
PLANE. Both are two full-day classes.
Attheend of each you leave with aus-
able piece or plane you have just con-
structed, and alot of knowledge from
Arnie about how to continue to do your
own. These are planned for January ‘99
witha class size of about 6each. If you've
ever wanted to learn either or both of
these skills, start now by giving Arniea
call 475/282-1704 for details on date, fee,
what will be provided, etc.

(contimued from page 8}

Woodworkers Supply. He said you
must first seal the wood with shellac
{double coat the ends of the plywood),
then coat the surface with the supplied
adhesive, then spray on the flocking
material using the sprayer supplied
with the kit. To spray evenly, this
applicator often has to be modified by
adding a couple more small holes at
theend.

Member Bill Henzel showed a
beautiful rocker of walnut, designed in
a style similar to Sam Maloof's work,
but with Bill's own details. He dis-
cussed how, because of the angle of the
legs as they are tightened down.onto
the dowels that connect them to the
rockers, they must be driven very hard.

Mermnber Yeung Chan showed another
one of his exquisite chairs in cherry.
Based on traditional Chinese joinery,
this one has all round legs. But on this
chair, Yeung provided araised,
radiused edge on the back splatand
carved a medallion in the middle of
this splat - nice touch. He finished the
chair with three coats of shellac.

President Mike Bray displayed his
finished mailbox. Welast saw this at
the July meeting when it was still in
process. Made from the beautiful curly
maple available from Canadian sawyer,
Bob Printz, the mailbox is a unique
designincorporating supermarket
bamboo skewers to form see-through
side panels like a room-dividing screen.

TOY MAKING PARTY
December 11,12 and 13

Amie Champagne’s Shop

A great way to have fun as a group
while creating toys for the Christmas
Toys-for-Tots program.

Field Trip to a local furniture shop is
planned

New members are especially welcomed.

Call Arnie at 415/282-1704 for details,

directions and io discuss what toy pat-

tern you want to make.



Membership?
i ihe Editor

WHAT DOES BAWA
DO FOR YOLI?

Recent presenters at BAWA meetings
have included SandorNagyszalanczy,
Brain Boggs, Tony Lydgate, Berkeley
Mills, DeWalt Tools, Jaap Romijn, and
Yeung Chan toname just afew.
BAWA also has an extensive and
growing video library,and sbuilding a
formidable bocok & periodicals library.
We even have a Tormek Grinder for
loan to members. Asarember, you
not only get access to all of this, you
make some great woodworking friends
whoare always ready to hefpyou with
a word of encouragement cran
acknowledgment of yoursmccess. i all
of this is worthwhile to yon, then sit
down right now and fill outthe form
to the right to join or to remew. Then
either bring it with your check to the
next meeting and give it tothe
treasurer, or mail them to ker at the
address listed below.

If you're a new member, welcome!

If you're renewing, thank you, and
remember we still need the info, so
fill out the form and senditin.

The Bay Area Woodw:
was formed in1982b
dedicated people who
strengthen the woodworks
by holdingregular meeti
an informal forum for
knowledge and ideas, spor

- and meeting othersinw
related fields. Since then, ¢
organization has grown tosma

BAWA meets on the th

the month at 7:00 ra1. M

have a specific topic,

techniques, finishing,”.turning, or
business aspects of wocdworking; or
focus on a distinguished g
who gives a presenta

of expertise. Meetings
working shops and busin
Area ot at a permarn
place (as soon as a nev
See notice on page 8.

e is found -

{
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1| O Publicity for BAWA in Local Press

Membership Application / Renewal

Name

Address

City State Zip +4

Work Phone { }

Home Phone ( )

Profession:

Speciality/Interests {List):

Skill Level: [ Professional 1 Amateur L1 Beginner

[ Please don't circulate my name/address fo other organizations.

| i would be wmmg to volunteer for..

l:l Eleded Offlcer QGreeter for Guesfs/ New Members
O Program Committee or Chairman [ Hospitality for Guest Speakers
U Nominating/ Election Commitiee I Meeting Sef-Up/Clean-Up

[1Special Events Coordinator

[ Organize Tours-Woodworkers’ Shops
[ Trade Show Staff

(1 Show and Exhibit Coordination

LIMaking Toys for Tofs projects
[ Qutreach and Community Projects

[ Librarian for Video Library
Lt Handling AV Equipment
L Newsletter articles or Editor

L Other
Check as many as you war, but check af /easf one.

BAWA Membershlp Dues

BAWA dues are currently $25 00 per year (fumliy membersh:ps are $30 00
per year) payable by December for the following year.

Membership can begin during any month of the year. Make check payable
to BAWA. Bring it AND THIS FORM1o the monthly meeting, or mail fo:

BAWA TREASURER
2527172 Graceland Avenue
San Carlos, CA 24070

‘Membership Application/Renewal




iITIV ROA O.L SANVHL 5439
-unjoa Suppiompivy asayy Jo spioffa
a3 Jo asnwoaq qnio pailB 1 St VMV

isng op 1,upip Fay fi a1
aq prrom 31 o fo dyunyy jsnf “Su
~gaut fl1aea of spuamyssafal oy I
BwnB3nj Ryssayaun 1af S8opp noq puy
2uzg) 0f 08 Manafap S, puy
| “qoys MY i 1Y Y00q N0 igf
012 “Butayays sanddns puv xoq 3sod |
AH10 WOl [ A} S30ILGIL B ‘A0faq
sy sBunas fipuow Kuw sp pusign
03 21qv Jou YSNOYHTY “AAPBUNE]
Auvid " d A O ,SPOYL, Avs 051y

sup proySnoay Joipa Aapajsaant

a1 of FUPISISSY J1-0p-07-en0Y

| Py SAORAT PANGLIUOD Sty Fif ‘Sapnp:
42130 O] HOWIPPY U] Wity 325 nok auy
e, jnox yumy],, 8iq v saaiasop

. Smuuv g Auoy fmiaeg a0

LAST MEETING

187G-T0FP6 VO ‘0 Ueg
187G X08 Od
NOILIYIDOSSY

S H}RIOMGCDM _.
Y44V Avd

of time so he can pre-cut items.

NorthemCahfoxma Woodworlqng

Show. Guests present were Robert
Hartman, Devin Thamer who said he
does custom cabinetry and trim and
Lance Osborn who does boxes.
Program Chair Stan Booker suggested
that future meeting topics might
include a presentation by Tony
Lydgate, or a box maker. Thelocation
of our November meeting is still to be
determined.

President Mike Bray announced that
he had just started anewjobasan
apprentice at Wilson & Sons, a local
custom cabinetshop. Treasurer Linda
Salter reported that we have $826.01
in our account. Librarian Rodney
Finlay said that more new video's have
arrived for our library. Outreach Chair
Arnie Champagne again announced a
toy making workshop would beheld at
Arnie’s shop on Dec. 11,12 & 13 (See
‘Party, Party, Party” on page 7.) He will
need information from attendees ahead

Attendees who don’thave a drawing of
the toy can make one ahead of time,
butdontglueitasitwillbeusedasa
template to duplicate. He said those
who can’t attend or the December
BAWA meeting, butare making toys
to donate should call Arnie or Al
Semenaro in late November or early
December toarrange drop-off.

The wood sale at Info the Woods on
October 24* was announced. Our
participation in the Northern Califor-
nig Woodworking Show was discussed,
and Mike passed around the signup
sheets forworking at our booth and for
bringing pieces to show in the booth.
Mike also has copies of the October
issue, #53, of Woodwork magazine,
which features member Yeung Chan
on the cover and in an article on
Chinese furniture joinery. He is selling
them for $5.00 as this is now a “back
issue,” and isnolonger available on

(cmttmued from page 1)

the newss{and A number of membets

bought a copy at the meeting, but he
still has a few available - call him at
510/595-8168. Arnie also announced
the Marquetry and Plane Making
classes he will be holding at his shopin
January (see “Education Corner” on
page 5.) Call Arnie at 415/282-1704
for further details.

{continued inside on page 6)

Yes, fdﬂ:'iciallj ‘we're still homeless. |
Having lost ourregular megting place, .

| we are meeting at vartous stores and
 workshops fora while, but weneed to

netzmtoasemxpemmhmnefcn'sm ]
meetings. We've had a good response |
from all of you suggesting a possible

place, but nothing is firm yet. So, if you
 know of ameeting hall for35-45people, |
 preferably bea West-Bay town, and be |

for free ot very littlemoney;, please call |
Mike Bray, 510/595-8168.




