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THIRD THURSDAY PREVIEW

The general meeting on Mar. 20th will be held in Oakland at Gary Bennett's studio. Gary, a well-known imnovative
furniture maker, will present slides of his work and give a tour of his studio. Gary is located at 130 4th St.,
Dakland (phone: 4B5-5637), between Oak and Madison. The studio is 7 blocks south of Broaduay and 1 block west of
highway 17. For those coming from S.F., take 17 to the Broadway exit. Turn right om Market, left on 3rd, left
on Madison and right on 4th. The meeting starts at 7:30 pm.

The executive committee meeting will be held at Mexicali Rese, 701 Clay, at 7th, Oakland (451-2450) at 6 pm.
All interested members are welcome,

- OTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The February meeting convened at the Billbeard Cafe im S.F. at 6 pm Feb. 20th. Tne main topic centered on
improvements in the newsletter through more ads and wider distribution. A suggestion was made that we also have
a membership drive. We are looking into having a booth at the Working With Wood Show next year. At 7:15, the

8 pecple who attended dispersed and headed for pier 46 and the general meeting.

NOTES FROM THE LAST MEETING

The business meeting opened at 7:51 pm with introductions of new members and guests. Welcome back to California,
teuis Kern, who speclalizes in stair building. Anather newcomer is Jim Chadburo, who is a hobbiest turning
professional.
Our absentee treasurer's report shows a balance of Mabout $1100.".
Peter Good asked people to submit original shop tips for the newsletter, The deadline for newsletter material
is the first friday of each month.
The mailing list for the newsletter is now computerized. Please direct corrections to Don Duponi, B31-3754.
Don Segale will be handling newsletter advertising and will meed help soliciting mew advertisers. Contact him
at 589-4830.
Another idea that surfaced was for members to contribute samples of woods they are using for a master display
to be shown periodically at meetings.
Our spotlight on Don Dupont's bocokcase drew a number of comments and 2 good critigue from the membership.

nk you for sharing this fine piece, Don.
Ar extension of the spotlight was the photos of Don's work and that of other artist-craftspecple by photographer
Bob Aude. Ue guickly saw the value of professional photos for entering shows or presenting our work to prospective
clients.
A special thanks to Will Foo who hosted the meeting and gave a fine tour and dialogue about the business of
printmaking. This was a rich and informative meetimg which broadened the horizons of those attending.

- Norma Brooks



FROM THE EDITOR

At our last meeting at Experimental Printmakers, as 1 watched Will Foo demonstrating and talking about the
meticulous high guality artwork which they produce, I couldn't help thinking about the overall picture of their
cperation from a business standpoint. Experimental Printmakers produces high quality, labor-intensive limited
edition artwork for buyers for whom money is no particular object. The organization is in 2 class by itself
because they have elevated their products and services to a level of quality and uniguensss that few competitors
can touch. This is the crux of the matter and the lesson that some of us may learn. Their products grace the
halls of corporate America and those who desire and can afford the luxury of having something that is both very
unusual and a symbol of success and affluence, not to mention its obvious beauty as axt and craft. Notice that
Experimental Printmakers controls the entire process from beginning to end. They make their own paper, formulate
their owr irks and, to a degree, develop and refine the processes themselves, Their methods have been refined to
a point where it would be extremely difficult to duplicate them without extensive knowledge and experierce. And
yet, what they're turning out is a mass-produced product, even though in very limited guantitiss. They select
the subject matter, perfect the processes and aim for the best markets. And yet, what they're doing is a craft,
just like woodworking. It might do well for us tc examine cur individuel operations to see if we can apply any of
Experimental Prirmtmakers' philesophies and practices to our own work and businesses.

more from the editor (AAUCH!!!)

I've been a woodworker by cccupation for guite a few years, But I can't honestly say that the road has been easy.
Experts have said that any business, in order to succeed and thrive must grow and change. Unfortunately, as
businesses grow and change, they alsc get more complex and stressful for those rumning them. There have been
times, late at night, as I sit there working on 2 bid which I feel sure will mot be accepted, but have to go
through the motions anyway, or as I wade waist deep through the seething horrors of State, Federal and insurance
company paperwork dealing with employees, taxes and record-keeping, when I stop, sit back, stare at the wall and
wonder if perhaps it wouldn't be better if I bad a simpler way of life. Perhaps if I were -- a forest ranger
instead -~ I would still be dealing with wood in a way, how much less stressful it would be to spend my day
patrolling trails or telling people what to do if they encounter 2 bear or giving an occasional fireside talk to
the campers. Maybe life would be easier if I taught classes instead; I've always enjoyed teachingc. Ur perhaps
if I were & Greyhound bus driver, I would never again have to think about such things as UWorkers Compensation
insurance premiums, monthly withholding deposits, guarterly tax returns, product liability problems, collecting
bad debts and things of the such. But then agair, no one pushed me into this line of work; it was a matter of
free choice. What it all boils down to is that I opted for something that I enjoyed doing and which involved,

to some degree, being my own boss and determining my own destiny. Can someone who enjoys wopdwerking and is
reasonably competent at it pursue it as a successful and thriving business and still be Mhappy in their work"?
Or are some of these things mutually exclusive. Woodworking is actually a many-faceted field, and it may be
that fer any given individual who wants to be asscciated with woodworking, they may fimd greater rewards and
fulfillment either by narrow specialization or by pursuing a related occupation. There is certianly a wide
variety of opportunities in everything from supplying raw materials and equipment to the marketing of end products
and everything in between. If disenchantment with the occupation is a recurrent thought for a woocworker, it
may de well to widen the scope of thought and comsider what changes might be made to make the work more rewarding
and fulfilling., For any individual, it may be that they are in the right field but the wrong specialty, cor

even the wrong occupation within the field. Only after some individual soul-searching can a plan of action be
devised which will enable a person to decide exactly where their particular inclinations and abilities fit into
the werld of woodworking in a successful and satisfying way. - Peter Good

FEED THRU MOULDER
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SHOP TIPS

Use a disposable plastic syringe without a needle (get them from a nurse friend - everybody knows a nurse!),
fill nail holes either with wood dough or spackle for paint grade werk. This prevents the filler from
‘tollapsing due to an inadequately filled hole, and if the hole is overfilled, no dimple is left after sanding.

For your nose, there's a wonderful product out there called OCEAN, which is essentially a sterile saline
solution in a masal spray bottle which is great for irrigating the nostrils after an especially heavy session of
sanding. Once the solution is used up, you can refil the bottie with a mix of one teaspoon of salt o one pint
of water. Ahhbhh! ~ BDon Dupont

More on using iron compounds as a wood stain (see reprint om "Liquid nightmare”, Nov. '85), following Art
Carpenter and Robert Neville. I make harpsichord keyboards that copy antigue keyboards in some ways. CGre is to
use stained pak pieces for the raised keys (which we call the sharps). On Flemish keyboards of the 17th century,
the white keys were so colored by the builder's use of slips of bormes the contrasting black keys were sawn

from partly petrified logs of "bog oak". We're desling with the marshy lands of the seacoast of Belgium and the
Netherlands where cak trees grew on spots of dry ground then fell into the mud of the poulders. There, they
were preserved from complete decay by submersion. "Bog ovak" was created slowly as the ferric ions of the
water/earth solution converted the logs to a hard, fillile, heavy and completely black material. This is difficult
to duplicate, but by reading Staining and Polishing, by Hayward, anc other works, I've come up with simple
methods others might like to hear about. The problem is how to get sguares of oak, 3/8" by 3/8" and about 2
inches lomg, stainmed black throughout their thickness, and have the stain even. A glance at older pianos shows
that commonly used stains gquickly wear off the keys they were mesnt to alter. The solution is the same as that
of Robert Neville, but maybe a bit cleaner and more teliable. I get & large aluminum pot, put it over a hotplate,
and pour in 4 gallon of the cheapest bulk vinegar. I used to use famcy stuff that kad 1% greater acetic acid
content than the cheapest, but any will do, as only bulk is important. Them I throw in a hundred or so sharp-
risers which, when dried and sanded, will be glued on the bare levers of the keyboards to become the sharp keys.
Then I stir in some handfuls of 4-0 steel well and boil lightly with a 1id on the pot., I like to set up this
not to run overnight; the smell of the vinegar isn't a cheerful one. Be sure there's enough in the pot to keep
.t from runming dry. The mext day I flood the dark sharps with many rinses tc get out the dissolved steel wool.
I cut ore in Ralf. Ususlly it is stained datk gray or black ai least t/B" deep. Some samples are stained all
the way through. After drying and sanding them, they can be glued on their levers with hide glue. Shiny
tlackness reguires buffing with black shoe polish on & spiral-sewn fast wheel. This pot-staining should work on
walnut and many mahogamies, or any wocd first socaked with tannic acid (sveilable {rom Woodfinishing Enterprises,
Box 10117, Milwaukee, WI 53210). - Bob Greenberg
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SAW CRADLE TO CUT 30°/60° MITERS: Recently I needed to make 44 diamond window lights for a gazebo (fig. 1).

This meznt 100 pieces each of fig. 2a and 2b. Each piece required &4 cuts. After spending a few hours thinking
and building the cradle (fig. 3}, it took only one hour to complete all 800 cuts. The cradle base, angled
blosks anc strips are all 4" finnish plywood. The blocks are screwed into place on the base. First, make a
30°/B0°%/90° triangle with ¥" finnish plywood. Use this to accurately cut the angled blocks. To use, see fig. 3,
positicn 1. Start by sliding the piece to be cut from the upper left corner to a little bit past the blade.
Trim the end to 2 B0° angle. Then push the trimmed end against the stop block. Cut and repeat until you have
the reguired number of pieces. For the mirror image {fig. 2b), slide the piece in from the upper right. Fer
the twe remaining cuts, use fig. 3, position 2. - Cynthiz Huntington
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CHEAP MULTIPURPOSE STRAISGHTEDGE: Buy am 8-10' length of T-shaped extruded aluminum. Use it for layout, checking
bowed stock, etc. But that's sll borus; the real time and labor saver is as an auxillary fence. You can rtip

a straight 1ine on curved wood {see drawing). Lap the straightedge, flat side up, on the concave edge of the
wood, as shown. Afix it to the wood with tape. Proceed to tip with the straightedge acting as the edge of the
wood. You can also clamp the straightedge to plywood at any anmgle you choose and use it as a fence for a
circular or jig saw. - Cynthia Huntington
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GREW-SHERIDAN STUDIO

Woodworking classes and supervised
independent study since 1975,

Fully equipped shop.
ATl skill levels are welcome.

500 Treat Avenue
. San Francisco 94110

824-6161

RESINCORE PHENOLIC
PARTICLEBOARD

Products manufactured of Resincore
phenolic particleboard offer three distinct
advantages. They are urea-formaldehyde
free, they provide maximum strength,
and they are water resistant, In addition,
it machines cleanly without fuzzing. This
reduces or eliminates steps in edge
finishing,

INDUSTRIAL WOODWORKING
SPINDLE MOTQRS

Spindle Motors, Inc., a division of
Industrial Woodworking Machine Co.,
Inc. of Garland, Texas, announces the
availability of a line of special spindie
motors, and a series of saw and arbor
motors. The spindle motor is available
from 5 to 40 hp, with special output
shafts and motor designs also
available.

KILBURN IDEABOARD

Kilburn Wood Products has announced

the availability of its exclusive Ideaboard
in a 48 x 96 panel size. The solid wood

Ideaboard offers an expanded panel size
to the wood products industry.



B.A.W,A. EXECUTIVE ROSTER, SPRING 1885 PLASTIC LAMINATE
Chairman Bob Newhall 532-0998, ~ SALES & FABRICATION

2325 Grant St. 848-5025 . Formica e Wilson Art
Berkeley, CA 94703 - Lominart « Nevamar
Dura-Beauty e Pionite

Co-Chairman Don Dupent B31-9754 , o Metallics e
38 Beta Ct., B-B 2830765
San Ramon, CA 94583
CORIAN
Secretary Norma Brooks 537-4086 AVONITE

4973 Elrod Dr.
Castro valley, CA 94546

Treasurer Frank Wallis B22-4119
1050 Z Revers St.
San Francisco, CA 94124

Newsletter Editor Peter Good 530-3198 i Parkmead Products
1986 Tiffin Rd. . @30 45th Ave.
Oakland, CA S4802 - Oakland, CA 244601
532-5931
CLASSIFIEDS

HELP! Has anyone looked at or know anyane who has looked at a Parks 12" plamer-jointer combinmation that was being
solo by James Ponder of Sacramento approx. Aug.-Dec. 19857 Need testamony for court. Call Steve, 238-2089,

FOR SALE: Jorgenson I-beam clamps: 3' - $14., 4' - $16., 5' - $18., 6' - $20.
Carbide tipped router bits for 2" collet, various styles, $7.50 - $17.00.
Makita 4 x 4 finishing sander, $28.00. David, 552-4457,

SAN FRANCISCO woodshop is looking for someone tc share its current shop space and eguipment. The space is 3000
square feet with 168' ceilings and skylights, The shop is securs and is equipped with a spfinkler system. The
space is well lighted and the electrical system is a 3-phase 200 amp. 110 and 220 volt system. There is ore
large overhead door and a service door. Parking is good and freeway access is excellent. Spray painting arnd
screen printing facilities are also included. A one year lease with a three year option to renew is offered.
Rent is $B00. per month and utilities are included. A very good deal for the right persen. Call Tom, B26-1533.

AR DRIED - KILN DRIED

KOA

DIRECT FROM THE MILL

ALL DIMENSIONS AVAILABLE
LOWEST PRICES-WE SHIP

FPACIFIC LUNVMBER IMPORTERS
A15) 530-3198




QUALITY SAW WORKS i

Sales & Sharpening
CARBIDE
Sawy - Tools - Cutters
Wood - Mets! - Plastic
Planer knives & Handsaws

we serviCe the wades

250 BAYSHORE BLVD.
SAN FRANCISCO

(415) 282-3060

MAcMURRAY PACIFIC
(415) 552-5500

966 Seventh 5t San Francisco. CA 94103
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CAN'T FIND IT? |
TRY MACMURRAY PACIFIC! !

MacMurray Pacific carries an extensive line of |
 woodworkers hardware, tools and shop supplies.

I e offer a large selection of fine
'/~ woodworking tools for the shop
.+ and professional carpenter at the
1t lowest prices.

Mon Bt 106 Sun 113

2 WHO ‘"LE EARTH ACCESS

AN FRANCISCO
BERKELFY 40 hore Bivd, 285-5244 SAMIEAEAET
Tth £ Ashby 8453000 863 E. Francisco Bhv. 459-3533

Piywoob AND
LUMBER SALES INC

» Hordwood o Kortron =

e Hordwood Piywood & Mouldings == L O s
e lumbet + Marine Plywood i

o Hardwood Flooring e Lorgs Inventory

swu [ (415) 547-7257

5749 LANDREGAN STREET « EMERYVILLE, CA 94609
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TheWoodworker 'S Resurce

Call for a FREE newsletter!

836 Fourth St. Berkeley
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HARDWOOD LUMBER &
~_ PLYWOOD

s o g Hord oods Since 1872

RETAIL-WHOLESALE
Red Oak * White Oak ® Birch
Maple * Wainut® Ash® Cherry
Teak * Exotics

Custom & Stock Moldings
Laminated Maple Tops
Hardwood Dowels

415-261-1600 we peLIvER

4801 Tidewater Ave., Oakland  Nimutz Funy to High St
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SARTOR SAW WORKS

All Saws Sharpened or Repaired - Pick-up/delivery
Sales & Prompt Service

Carbide Saws and Router Bits Our Specialty

289 Bayshore Bivd., San Francisco
Phone: (415} 282-6093
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BERKELEY, CA 94710

(415) 843-4390

MacBEATH)JHARDWOOD

930 ASHBY AVENUE
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SAN FRANCISCO, CA 9412k

2150 DAKDALE AVENUE
(415) 647-0782
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